[Adverse effects of angiotensin II type 1 receptor blockers ].
Angiotensin II type 1 receptor blockers belong to a novel class of cardiovascular agents that is characterized by excellent tolerance. The overall rate of their side effects is similar to that of placebo. Specific nonproductive cough is much less common during treatment with angiotensin II blockers compared with angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors. Nevertheless serious side effects very rarely occur with angiotensin II blockers and include cough, angioneurotic edema, anemia, liver damage, renal failure, aggravation of angina and migraine. The data of current literature concerning adverse effects of angiotensin II in different clinical situations are extensively reviewed. Angiotensin II type 1 receptor blockers are not considered to be safe in pregnancy, bilateral renal artery stenosis and severe renal or hepatic impairment.